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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
reconsideration of application 09/845,396 filed on September 5, 2006. 
The amendment contains new claims: 48-1 16. 
Claims 1-47 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 48-116 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Patent No. US 6,826,542 B1 to Virgin et al (further referred to as Virgin). 

Regarding claims 48-71 , Virgin discloses a process for online invoice 
presentment and processing (columns 1-14; particularly column 3, lines 52-58), 
comprising: 

a) generating at a biller entity an invoice for a service rendered to a customer 
entity (column 3, lines 54-56; Figure 4); 
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b) making information on the invoice electronically available to first and second 
users associated to the customer entity (column 2, lines 43-49; column 10, lines 25-56); 

c) transmitting over a communications network from the customer entity to the 
biller entity information indicating that the first user has approved the invoice and that 
the second user has authorized payment of the invoice (column 2, lines 43-61 ; column 
14, lines 20-59); 

including enabling users to approve and authorize the invoice based on 
respective invoice handling privileges assigned by the customer to the user (column 10, 
lines 32-56; column 11, lines 6-23; column 13, lines 21-36); 

wherein the first and second data elements are transmitted to the biller entity in 
response to the first and second users approving and authorizing the invoice (column 2, 
lines 43-61 ; column 14, lines 20-59); 

where an identifier is processed to determine if users have invoice approval and 
authorization privileges (column 11, lines 6-23); 

transmitting over the communications network from the second customer 
computing unit to the biller entity payment remittance information including data 
selected from the set consisting of a credit card number, an authorization to debit a 
bank account, wire transfer information, direct deposit information and an indication that 
a check will be mailed (Figure 1 1 ; column 14, lines 48-54). 

Regarding claims 72-96, Virgin discloses a process (columns 1-14), comprising: 
a) rendering a service to a customer entity (column 1 , lines 21-28); 
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b) generating an invoice for the service (column 3, lines 54-56; Figure 4); 

c) making available to first and second users associated to the customer entity 
an electronic document providing information on the invoice (column 2, lines 43-49; 
column 10, lines 25-56); 

d) providing in the electronic document a user interface control, the user interface 
control providing a first input option to approve the invoice and a second input option to 
authorize payment of the invoice, the second input being distinct from the first input 
option (column 2, lines 43-61; column 10, lines 27-56; column 11, lines 6-23; column 13, 
lines 21-36); 

e) detecting granting of payment of the invoice only when the first user has 
approved the invoice via the first input option and the second user has authorized 
payment of the invoice via the second input option (column 2, lines 43-61; column 14, 
lines 20-59); 

including enabling users to approve and authorize the invoice based on 
respective invoice handling privileges assigned by the customer to the user (column 10, 
lines 32-56; column 11, lines 6-23; column 13, lines 21-36); 

invoice information includes an invoice identifier and amount of money billed 
under the invoice and where a complete copy of the invoice can be accessed (Figure 
1 1 ; column 1 4, lines 48-54) 

where an identifier is processed to determine if users have invoice approval and 
authorization privileges (column 11, lines 6-23); 
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transmitting over the communications network from the second customer 
computing unit to the biller entity payment remittance information including data 
selected from the set consisting of a credit card number, an authorization to debit a 
bank account, wire transfer information, direct deposit information and an indication that 
a check will be mailed (Figure 1 1 ; column 14, lines 48-54); 

wherein the invoice is associated with a given category selected from a plurality 
of categories, the invoice handling privileges assigned by the customer entity to the first 
user being associated with respective categories and including invoice approval 
privileges with the given category (column 2, lines 5-16 and lines 43-49; column 10, 
lines 27-56; column 11, lines 6-23; column 13, lines 10-36). 

Regarding claims 97-1 12, Virgin discloses a process for granting payment of an 
invoice over a network, the invoice having been issued by a biller entity to a customer 
entity (columns 1-14; particularly column 3, lines 52-58), said process comprising: 

a) accessing via a computer information on the invoice (column 3, lines 52-58); 

b) transmitting from the customer entity to the biller entity a first data element 
indicating that the invoice has been approved by a first user associated with the 
customer entity (column 2, lines 43-61; column 14, lines 20-59); 

c) transmitting from the customer entity to the biller entity a second data element 
indicating that payment of the invoice has been authorized by a second user associated 
with the customer entity (column 2, lines 43-61 ; column 14, lines 20-59); 
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where an identifier is processed to determine if users have invoice approval and 
authorization privileges (column 1 1 , lines 6-23); 

transmitting over the communications network from the second customer 
computing unit to the biller entity payment remittance information including data 
selected from the set consisting of a credit card number, an authorization to debit a 
bank account, wire transfer information, direct deposit information and an indication that 
a check will be mailed (Figure 11; column 14, lines 48-54); 

wherein the invoice is associated with a given category selected from a plurality 
of categories, the invoice handling privileges assigned by the customer entity to the first 
user being associated with respective categories and including invoice approval 
privileges with the given category (column 2, lines 5-16 and lines 43-49; column 10, 
lines 27-56; column 11, lines 6-23; column 13, lines 10-36). 

Regarding claims 113-115, Virgin discloses a method for electronically 
presenting and granting payment of invoices (columns 1-14; particularly column 3, lines 
52-58), comprising: 

a) generating at a biller entity an invoice for a service rendered to a customer 
entity (column 3, lines 54-56; Figure 4); 

b) making information on the invoice electronically available to the customer 
entity (column 3, lines 54-62); 
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c) enabling at least two users associated to the customer entity to complete 
respective stages of a multi-stage invoice handling process (column 2, lines 5-16 and 
lines 43-54; column 10, lines 25-56; column 1 1 , lines 6-23); 

d) transmitting over a communications network from each of said at least two 
users to the biller entity a respective data element indicating that the respective stage of 
the multi-stage invoice handling process has been completed (Figure 11; column 2, 
lines 43-61; column 14, lines 20-59); 

wherein the multi-stage handling process includes a first and second stage, the 
first user transmitting over the communications network to the biller entity a first data 
element indicating that the first stage has been completed and a second user 
transmitting over the communications network to the biller entity a second data element 
indicating that the second stage has been completed (column 2, lines 43-59; column 14, 
lines 20-59). 

Regarding claim 116, Virgin discloses a process (columns 1-14), comprising: 

a) generating by a biller entity an invoice for a service rendered to a customer 
entity (column 3, lines 54-56; Figure 4); 

b) making available to first and second users associated to the customer entity 
an electronic document providing information on the invoice (column 2, lines 43-49; 
column 10, lines 25-56) 

c) providing in the electronic document a user interface control, the user interface 
control providing a first input option to approve the invoice and a second input option to 
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authorize payment of the invoice, the second input being distinct from the first input 
option (column 2, lines 43-61; column 10, lines 27-56; column 11, lines 6-23; column 13, 
lines 21-36); 

d) notifying the biller entity when the first and second users have been selected 
to indicate that the first and second users have approved the invoice and authorized 
payment of the invoice, respectively (Figure 11; column 2, lines 43-61; column 14, lines 
20-59); 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 48-1 16 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at 571-272-6777. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more. information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Liversedge 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3692 




